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Small can be good. With conservation
land, it just depends on its location. A re-

cent gift of a small parcel of land in
Brooksville proves the point.

This four-acre parcel, with rugged rock out-
croppings, towering trees, and nearly 1,000
feet of tidal shore frontage, is located on a
small cove that forms part of a larger water-
body known as Horseshoe Cove. The cove
provides high-quality waterfowl and shore
bird habitat.

Although a parcel this small might have
questionable conservation value if it were iso-
lated from other conservation land, this par-
cel faces land across the cove protected by a
conservation easement and is near our Bell’s
Farm Preserve. It is also located near our John
B. Mountain Preserve and, with the coopera-

tion of an abutting landowner, may provide us
the opportunity to create a new walking trail
from John B. Mountain to the shore that
would allow the public to enjoy the quiet
beauty of this place.

The land was originally part of a small sub-
division, but Brooksville’s shoreland zoning
ordinance identified the land as resource pro-
tection and thus prevented its development.
The owner, looking for an appropriate new
owner for the land, contacted us. We were
grateful for that call.

Because it includes tidal wetlands and pro-
vides waterfowl habitat, this gift has an addi-
tional value– it may serve as a portion of the
match required by the NAWCA grant de-
scribed above, thereby leveraging the protec-
tion of other wetland habitat.

Opportunity knocks! A grant pro-
gram designed to protect habitat

for waterfowl and other wildlife species
has awarded a one million dollar match-
ing grant to fund land acquisition in and
around the Bagaduce watershed, a natu-
ral system of statewide significance that
encompasses a large portion of Blue Hill
Heritage Trust’s service area.

The award was made by the North
American Wetlands Conservation Act
(NAWCA) program, a competitive fed-
eral program that funds wetland conser-
vation projects throughout the United
States, based on a proposal developed by
a partnership that included our land
trust, Maine Coast Heritage Trust
(MCHT) and several other partners.

MCHT, the named grant recipient, will
administer the grant and will work with
us to implement it over the next two
years.

Local partnership protects
productive estuarine system

The Bagaduce River watershed, at
the center of the project area defined by
the grant, is an estuarine system whose
tidal main stem runs from the outlet of
Walker Pond in Sedgwick to the Penob-
scot River at Castine. It also includes a
series of freshwater tributaries, ponds
and associated wetlands that provide
high-value habitat for wildlife, includ-
ing a variety of waterfowl species, wad-
ing birds, eagles, ospreys, shorebirds,

alewives, otters, seals and horseshoe
crabs. As one of the most productive es-
tuaries in the state, it has been recog-
nized by the State of Maine as a “focus
area of statewide ecological signifi-
cance.”

The grant requires that the funds be
used to acquire ownership or conserva-
tion easements on a series of properties
within the project area that have high-
value wetlands. It also requires that the
partners secure “matching value,” in
cash, land, or conservation easement
gifts within the project area, equal to
one and a half times the grant award.
Some of that match can and will be met
by recent or pending land projects un-
dertaken by the partners.

“This is an unusual opportunity at a
time when funding for land conserva-
tion is tight,” says Ciona Ulbrich of
MCHT, the primary author of the pro-
posal. “This is one of only 23 projects
funded this year by NAWCA nation-
wide.”

“This award is additional confirma-
tion of the natural values of the Baga-
duce and its environs,” says Jim Dow,
BHHT’s Executive Director. “It high-
lights the importance of working to pro-
tect what makes it so special – and gives
us a financial tool to advance that
work.”

For additional information about the
grant and more Bagaduce photos, visit:
www.bluehillheritagetrust.org/bagaduce.

This new gift of land in Brooksville has nearly 1,000 feet of tidal shore frontage on
Horseshoe Cove, provides high-quality waterfowl and shore bird habitat, and is located near
John B. Mountain and our Bell’s Farm Preserve.

NAWCA comes to the Bagaduce
New Funding for Land Conservation in the Bagaduce Watershed

Brooksville Land Gift: Shore Frontage, Tidal Wetlands, Habitat



Anew conservation easement gift extends
the protection of the scenic views enjoyed

by the public from the Newbury Neck Road in
Surry.

The easement prevents future development
on nine acres of blueberry fields that run from
the public road to the shore of Union Bay, pro-
viding easterly views over the water to the
mountains of Acadia National Park. The land
abuts other fields to the north that have been
previously protected by conservation easements
donated to our Trust by Marshall and Peggy
Smith. Together the easements on these lands
will ensure that the continuing development of
the shorefront land along the Newbury Neck
Road will not erase the public’s opportunity to
benefit from the beautiful and inspiring views
that it has long offered those who ride, bike, run
and walk there.

We are grateful to the trustees of the William
H. Shafer Trust for their decision to join their
neighbors in protecting this scenic resource.

Beautiful Views
of Union Bay and Acadia

Over 25 people of all ages joined us for
the official opening of the Snow’s

Cove Trail in Sedgwick. The recently com-
pleted trail that was constructed with lots
of volunteer help, offers a varied and inter-
esting two-mile walking experience, in-
cluding a long stretch near the shore of the
Bagaduce River.

A group of children from the Sedgwick
Elementary School after-school program,
called the “Nature and Garden Club” re-
cently enjoyed an outing on the new trail
with Joan Allen Clapp, the program’s vol-
unteer leader, and Adam Bishop, our Con-
servation Lands Manager. The discovery of
a wide assortment of horseshoe crab shells
made the trip memorable.

Snow’s Cove Trail: Grand Opening!

More Scenic Protection
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Stewardship
Volunteers –
Invaluable!

Our Conservation Lands Manag-
er, Adam Bishop, offers a hearty
“Thank you!” to the following mem-
bers who have volunteered their
time assisting him with various stew-
ardship projects this year. (A total of
200 hours have been contributed
through May, with more to come)

Norman Alt, Mary Barnes, Ken
Burgess, Pete Coleman, Merle and
Bonnie Copper, Andy Felger, Re-
becca Hopkins, Pam Johnson, John
Mathieu, Terry Moulton, Norman
Mroziki, Kip Perkinson, Alan Poo-
ley, Joy Richardson, Kurt Shao,
Fern Stearns, Terry Titcomb, Jen
Traub, and Charcy Yi.

New Trail Completed at Patten Stream

Anew trail has been constructed
at our Patten Stream Preserve

in Surry, thanks to more than 100
hours of volunteer time contributed
by a variety of volunteers. Visitors
will find a reconfigured parking area
and trailhead at the south end of the
Preserve, and a trail now offering a
south and north loop (round trip
length of 1.5 miles). The newly
completed section of trail offers hik-
ers dramatic views of Patten
Stream’s rushing waters, with large
moss and fern covered boulders scat-
tered both in the stream and along

its banks, all set in a forested ravine
dominated by large hemlock trees.
We thank all of the volunteers who
helped with this trail building proj-
ect and extend a special thank you
to Pete Coleman, a professional trail
builder, who contributed many hours
of his time to the trail’s layout, de-
sign, and construction. We also thank
Dugas Construction, our neighbor
at Patten Stream, for donating the
stones that were used in the con-
struction of a staircase on the trail.

Above, one of our many work crews takes a
break.

A student from Sedgwick Elementary School is captivated by a horseshoe crab shell
found on the shore of the Bagaduce River while hiking the new Snow’s Cove Trail.

The Power of
BEQUESTS

Create a meaningful and lasting
legacy for future generations.
Please consider naming Blue Hill
Heritage Trust in your will.

For more information, please check
our website or call us. All events
are FREE and open to the public.
Please contact us to pre-register.

July 6-8
Art on the Land Photography
Workshop for Kids
July 18
Explore the Outdoors: Storywalk
July 21
King Hill Farm Tour
July 28
Intertidal Exploration Walk &
Talk
Mid-July to mid-August
Blueberry Pick in Our Fields at
Cooper Farm in Sedgwick
August 1
Full Moon Hike Walk & Talk
August 11
Explore the Outdoors: Beavers
August 12 (No pre-registration)
Mountain Day Celebration!
August 18
Quill’s End Farm Tour
August 25
Hemlock Forest Ecology
Walk & Talk
September 6
Annual Meeting
September 15
Old Ackley Farm Tour
September 29
Mushroom Walk & Talk
September 30
Explore the Outdoors: Trees
October 12-14
Art on the Land Photography
Workshop for Adults
November 8
A Moment of Water
Presentation by Ann Flewelling

Events

A view from the Newbury Neck Road in Surry and across the field most recently protected by conservation easement
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Anonymous (8)
Josh and Susan Adam
Heather Albert-Knopp and

Erich Reed
Michael and Janeanne Allen
Fannie Allen and George Cogan
Joan Clapp Allen and Eric Allen
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Alt
Joseph and Deborah Amato
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Ambach
Leslie J. Anderson and

Danton D. Nygaard
Ronald and Carol Anderson
Ms. Anne H. Antell
Paul Astbury
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Ball
Mary Barnes and Peter Neill
Wesley K. Barton
Carole R. Beal
Becton Family Foundation
Ms. Cynthia Becton
Trudy and Scot Bell
Roger and Carolyn Bennatti
Nancy and Warren Berkowitz
Ellen Best and Geoff Anthony
Virginia Biddle, MD
Paul G. Birdsall
Harry and Marie Bissell
Julia H. Bixby
Tom Bjorkman and

Roxanne Donahey
Mr. and Mrs. George Blagden
Farnham and Lynne Blair
Peter and Sofia Blanchard
Blue Hill Accounting
Blue Hill Co-op Community

Market & Cafe
Blue Hill Hydraulics
Mary and Mark Boechat
Timothy Boggs
Ann and Osmond Bonsey
Nancy and Charles Boothby
The Borealis Press
Jon and Sarah Bourne
Sergei and Ekaterina Breus
Patricia M. C. and

Philip T. Briska
Terry and Amy Britton
Barbara Broad
Robert D. Broeksmit and

Susan G. Bollendorf
Miguel Browne and Silvija

Strikis
Weston Brownlow
Tom and Carolyn Bugbee
Benjamin S. and Marjorie A.

Bunney
Kenneth and Kathy Burgess
Kathleen and James Burnett
Peter and Deborah Burt
Bill Byers
Cadillac Mountain Sports, Inc.
George H. and Jane O. Cain
Bob and Carol Calder
Mary Grace Canfield
James and Dorothy Carey
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Carr
Gregory C. Carroll
Philip and Margot Case
Ann and Tom Chapman
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond H.

Chase
Leslie Cheek and Charlotte

Joslin
John and Kathy Clapp
Peter and Sandy Clapp
Julia Clark
Clements Family Charitable Trust
Henrietta T. Clews
Mark and Elizabeth Cluett
Hope Cobb
Leon M. Cohn
Theodore Cohn
Joe Colby and Judi Hilliker
Charles C. Collison Jr.
Claire Connor
Nicholas and Donna

Constantinople
Sandra J. Cookman
Molly and Daniel Cooper
Merle and Bonnie Copper
John and Susan Cornell
Douglas and Sophie Cowan
Thomas D. Crocker and

Judith A. Powell
Marnie and Ken Crowell
Matthew J. Cullen
Charles and Beverly

Cunningham
Hugh and Susan Curran
Randall and Caroline Curtis
Charlotte H. Dallett
David and Laura Danielson
Kirsta and Christopher Davey

Isabel W. Davis
Joel and Ruth Davis
Tracy Spencer and Hank Davis
Ron de Paolo
Deborah DeBerry
Patricia B. Deetjen
Rudolph H. Deetjen III and

Christina Skal Deetjen
William and Linda Deetjen
Christopher DeGraw and Terry

Muilenburg
Ricardo and Carol DeMarco
Peter and Ann Louise

d’Entremont
Blaise deSibour and Leslie Clapp
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dethier
David Dethier
Marcia and Bill DeWitt
Oliver Dillon
Bill and Nina Doak
Mrs. Frank D. Doble
Astrid Anderson Dodds
Richard and Brooke Dojny
Melinda N. Donovan
James W. Dow
Downeast Chapter of Maine

Audubon Society
Yvan and Donna L. Dupuy
Trina Dykstra and

Thomas Stewart
Chris Eccles and Ann Logan
Randy Eckard
Phyllis V. Eckfeldt
John and Mary Edwards
John F. Edwards
Harriet and Geoffrey Eggert
Irene Eilers
Anne Lounsbury Ekstrom
Donald and Meredith Eley
Elliott and Elliott Architecture
Samuel S. and Linda Emerson
Ben and Dianna Emory
Kristin Emory and

Jamie Schapiro
Catherine McGraw Engel
John and Janan Eppig
Erik Esselstyn
John and Jean Eysenbach
The Eysenbach Family
Susan and Tim Farrar
Peter and Sarah Farrow
Abigail and John Fassnacht
Richard and Joan Faust
Nonny and John Ferriday
The First, N.A.
Ruth Fiske and Nicolas

Lindholm
Sarah Flaherty
Ann Flewelling and Charles

Read
Laurence Flood and

Tyler Knowles
Olenka Folda
Brent and Anne Follweiler
Maureen Foye and

Matthew Murphy
Francis and Louise Nichols

Foundation
John C. Fuller
Mrs. Eugene Furth
Ron and Evans Garber
Jane W. Garfield
Tim Garrity and Lynn Boulger
Col. Richard Gibson and

Merrill Prichard
Hendrik Gideonse
Tad and Lindsay Goodale
Mrs. Alan Gordon
Anne Gorman and

William Musgrove
Bruce Gould and

Kathleen McClory
David and Jacqueline Gray
Nicole Gray
Sally and Terry Gray
Walter R. Greenlaw Jr. and

Beth Jackson
Arthur Gregg
Grace and Bill Gregor
Thomas and Gina Grogean
Suzanne Grosh
Susan and Charles Guilford
Stan Gurell and Ira H. Levy
Richard and Susan Gurin
Mr. and Mrs. Philip H. Gwynn
Martin R. Haase
Courtenay Haight
Haldane Family
Judy and Ted Hale
Brinley and Rooney Hall
Handworks Gallery
Nancy and William Hanley
Priscilla and Charley Hardiman
Howard W. and Mandana

Harrison Jr.

David Hart
Hartfield Foundation
Nancy Hathaway
Dorothy B. Hayes
Richard and Karyl Hayes
Larry and Connie Hegarty
Frederick and Prudence Heilner
Marilyn Heineman
Kris Henderson and

Hanna McCrum
Richard Hero and Jane C.

Whitney
David M. Hildreth
Elizabeth Hill and Jonathan Hall
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn J. Hill
Wallace W. and Sharron L.

Hinckley
Carl and Rita Hirsch
Joy W. Hoffmann
Ms. Jane Holman
Robert Holmberg and

Joan MacCracken
Donald and Lee Holmes
John and Carolyn Jane Hooper
Peggy and Jon Hopkins
Peter and Patricia Horton
Theodore and Linda Hoskins
Christine D. Howe
Mr. Hans A. Huber
Lori Huckel and Rob Bauer
Milissa Hudak and Carl Gilley
Denise M. Hue, CPA
Ann Humphrey and Aaron

Glazer
J. Richard Hunneman Jr.
Josephine Ireland
Mr. and Mrs. Edward L.

Johnson
Pamela Johnson
Deborah Jones and John Engel
Leslie A. and Jill Jones
Eric and Carol Judson
Andrew and Nancy Kandutsch
Mr. and Mrs. James Kannry
Jacqui Kaufman
Virginia Roehrig Kaufmann
Jeffrey and Shelley Kehl
Roger Kirby
George and Cynthia Knapp
Knight Associates Architects
Judy Knight
Elizabeth R. Knowlton
The Rev. and Mrs. W. Christian

Koch
Shepard Krech III and Sheila

Folliott
Marilyn Krentzman
Arn Krugman
Catherine Lafarge
Tim Laflam and

Suzanne Norgang
Peter J. Lafreniere
S. Whitney Landon IV
Nicole Lawton
Richard and Barbara Leighton
Joseph and Sharon Lendvai
Linda and Ronald Lesko
Wendy Lewis
Stephen and Linda Lindsay
James M. Litton and Betsy P.

Frawley
Loriman and Lisa Looke
William Loomis and

Leslie Becker
Helen P. Love
Alida N. Lovell
Jonathan Lupfer and Susan

Berseth
Christopher J. Lydon and

Angela M. Definis
Mr. and Mrs. James M. Lyon
Elizabeth A. Maas
Macauley and Helen Dow

Whiting Foundation
William and Alexandra

MacDowell
Jane C. MacElree
William and Elaine Mahony
Maine Coast Heritage Trust
Maine Department of

Conservation
Maine Farmland Trust
Mainescape
Donald and Barbara Mallow
John and Madge Manfred
Norman and Bonnie Marcus
James L. Markos Jr.
Richard and Mindy Marshuetz
Frederick Marston Jr.
Barbara H. Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Marville
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Mathews
Pearl and Perry Mattson
Dr. and Mrs. James May
Dr. & Mrs. Paul A Mayewski

Bill and Caroline Mayher
Mr. and Mrs. F. Locke Mays
Richard O. Mazzur Jr. and

Elaine MacLean
Rob and Becky McCall
Heather McCargo and

Brian McNiff
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander

McCurdy III
Mary L. McGregor and

Michael J. Ryan
Christina McHenry
Thom McLaughlin and

Dee Seymour
John and Suzanne McShane
Holly Meade
Benjamin Mendlowitz and

Deborah Brewster
John and Carol Merrifield
Jean Palmer Messex
Henrietta N. Meyer
Carolyn Olds Mikels
Scott and Ruth Miller
Lorenzo Mitchell
Dr. and Mrs. W. Tabb Moore
William and Carolyn Mor
Tom and Marion Morris
Mr. and Mrs. Allen R. Moulton,

III
Lois and John Moyer
Bob Murphy and Betsy Adams
Eric and Linda Murphy
John H. Murphy
Stanley and Peg Myers
The Neel Foundation
Duncan and Ellie Neuhauser
Mr. Crocker Nevin
Joyce and Art Newkirk
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Newman
Reade and Pam Nimick
Michael and Alex C. Nolan
Norcross Wildlife Foundation
Mr. and Mrs. David Nordberg
Bruce Norelius
Susan O’Connor
Katharine Odell and S. Paul Kelly
Charlotte and Robert Oehman
Philip G. and Lydia C. Osgood
John and Diane O’Shea
Daniel and Kimberly Parrott
Leonard Parrott
Ms. Ann B. Parson
Katrina Parson
Stephen P. Parson
Patricia Bacon Consulting, Inc.
Janet and John Paul
Thomas and Michelle Payne
Lou Anna and Royce Perkins
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Perkins
Calvin and Pam Peters
William M. Petry
Debra and John Piot
Catherine M. Planchart
Gertrude O. Porter
Ronald and Mary Pressman
Bonnie Preston
Barbara Rausch Priester
Richard and Iryna Priester
Eve Pritchard
Julia Randall
Teresa Rankin
James and Nancy Reinish
Lauren and Neil Reiter
Phil and Heather Retberg
Lenette Richardson
Margaret E. Richardson
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas F.

Richardson
Susan Ricker and

William Zarakas
Paul and Ann Rittenberg
Dr. and Mrs. John Roberts
Mr. and Mrs. Jackson Robinson
Mr. and Mrs. Franklin D.

Roosevelt
Rooster Brother
Will and Maren Rosborough
David Rosenmiller and

Rae Korengold
Andrew Rosenthal
E. Burke Ross, Jr.
Barbara Irwin Rossow
Robert A. Roth
Carolyn Rourke
Mr. and Mrs. William Rowe
John Chapin, Sr. and

Virginia Royster
Bruce and Marilyn Rutland
Mary A. Rylands
Hugh and Heather Sadlier
Bob Salesi and Janet Carpenter
Richard and Nancy Salminen
Sasco Foundation
Mark and Renata Scarano

Robert and Elizabeth Schmitt
Justine Schneider
Paul Schneider and

Greg Murphy
Mr. and Mrs. Karl Schoettle
Marcia and Michael Schoettle
Ms. Margot Semler
Florence Setzer
Ann Sexton
Mr. and Mrs. Dorrance Sexton Jr.
Pam and Mike Sharp
Susan Shaw and Cynthia Stroud
Stuart Shaw
Mr. and Mrs. Jack F. Shepherd Jr.
Susan Hand Shetterly
Nicholas Sichterman and

Mariah Hughs
Janet Simpson
Michael D. Sinclair
Ruthann and Joseph Sitter
Robert and Linda Slaven
Peter and Marcia Sly
Roxanne T. Sly
A. Marshall Smith
Margaret Smith
Peter and Martha Smith
Mrs. Lessie B. Smithgall
Thurmond Smithgall
David and Joyce Snow
Harriot M. Spaven
Nancy and Albert L. Sprague
Marilyn M. Stewart
Sherry Streeter and Jon Wilson
Nancy S. Struever
Gary and Nancy Struve
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Stubbs
Peter Sturtevant
Corinne B. Sucsy
Edward Swain, III
Sarah Talalay and James Cohen
Raj and Nancy Tandon
Charles and Gundren Tarr
Mr. and Mrs. William Taylor
Elsa and Pete Teel
Keith and Zoe Tenney
Joan and Raphael Thelwell
Mr. and Mrs. Reginald F. Thors
Donald R. Thurston
Wayne and Elizabeth Tobiasson
Paul R. Toulmin
Paul A. Townsend
Andrew and Jennifer Traub
Robert and Judith Tredwell
Leo Treitler
Winston and Deborah Turner
Ciona Ulbrich
Volker and Mary Ulbrich
Adele Ursone and

George Matteson
USA Funds
Christina Van Duijn
Mr. and Mrs. John Vickery
Mrs. Anne M. Walker
Robert S. Walker, MD
Dr. Rebecca B. Wanbaugh
Frank and Chris Wanning
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Wardell
Richard and Jane Crosen

Washburn
Margery Watson
Samuel M. and Connie Watson
Kenneth and Holly Weinberg
Claudia Weinstein
Wellington Management

Company, LLP
Ellen Werner
Carolyn G. Werth
Nancy R. Werth
Allene M. White
Laurie White
Mary M. Whiting
Jim and Elizabeth Whittle
Anthony Widmann
Deborah Wiggs and

Philip Norris
Wilder-Guiles Family

Charitable Fund
David E. Williams
Linda B. Williams
Diana Marston Wood
Robert and Barbara Woodhouse
Mr. and Mrs. Vagn Worm
Laurie E. Yntema and

William Rhine
Dean and Jean Young
Sydelle Zove and

Stephen Kaufman

We apologize if we have misspelled or omit-
ted any of our donors’ names. Please advise
us of any error or omission so we may correct
our records.

THANK YOU to our 2011 members! Membership follows the calendar year.



Help conserve the character of the
Blue Hill Peninsula landscape for
future generations.
Conservator .............$1000 and up
Benefactor ................$500 – $999
Steward .....................$250 – $499
Sustainer ...................$100 – $249
Supporter .....................$50 – $99
Contributor ..................$35 – $49

��  Please find enclosed my /our 
tax-deductible gift of $ ______________

��  I have named the trust in my will.
��  Please contact me about bequests and

other planned giving opportunities.
��  I / We prefer to remain anonymous.

Name: _______________________________________

Address: _____________________________________

City/State/Zip: ________________________________

Phone: _______________________________________

e-mail: ______________________________________

Please make your check or money order payable to:

BLUE HILL HERITAGE TRUST
P. O. Box 222

Blue Hill, ME 04614

Paul Birdsall, one of our Trust’s
founding Board members, has

been named the recipient of the
prestigious 2012 Espy Land Her-
itage Award. This award, presented
by Maine Coast Heritage Trust at
the 2012 Maine Land Trust Con-
ference, honored Paul for extraor-
dinary contributions to land con-
servation, and especially farmland
conservation, over several decades. 

In nominating Paul for this
highly competitive award, Jim Dow
wrote: “There is no other single
person in the State of Maine who
has done more to advance the con-

servation of farmland by private
non-profit land trusts at the local
and state levels. For three decades
Paul has brought vision, tireless ad-
vocacy, hard work, clear thinking,
sheer doggedness and great person-
al generosity to farmland conserva-
tion efforts and to the Maine land
trust movement, always as a volun-
teer, always while running his own
farm, always selflessly, always with
good humor. If every land trust
were blessed with one person with
Paul’s commitment, ability and de-
sire to make things happen, how
lucky we would all be.”

Jed Island, at the mouth of Morgan
Bay, is now conservation land and will

remain available as productive habitat
for eagles, seals, and other wildlife and as
a place where people can enjoy a strik-
ingly beautiful island experience. We
partnered with Maine Coast Heritage
Trust (MCHT) to raise the necessary

funding to purchase the island and to
ensure its future stewardship. MCHT,
which specializes in island conservation,
will hold title to the island. Our Trust
will assist MCHT with the future stew-
ardship of this island gem. THANK
YOU to the many local residents who
contributed to this project.

Birdsall Honored with Statewide Award

We welcome Hannah Hurvitt, a
senior at Smith College in Northamp-
ton, Massachusetts as our Summer
Land Conservation Intern. Hannah
grew up in Blue Hill and is a graduate
of George Stevens Academy. Last
summer she helped initiate Farm
Drop, a local-food distribution system.
We are grateful to Smith College’s
Praxis Program for funding Hannah’s
internship.

Jed Island: Protected!

Join us today!
Or give a gift membership

Nesting bluebird

Hannah Hurvitt:
Summer Intern

The return of the alewives is a sure
sign of spring and a captivating

demonstration of the wonders of nature.
Because alewives are a key element in
nature’s food web, our Trust has been
supporting efforts to restore alewife runs
on our Peninsula. In May, the alewives

were trying to move from the ocean up
Patten Stream in Surry to spawn in the
ponds near the stream’s headwaters. As
has been the case for many years, an ob-
struction at the bridge blocked their pas-
sage. This year they got some help.

Inspired by his participation in our
Discovering Alewives Walk and Talk
(organized with the help of a group of
Surry residents working to find a way to
remove the obstruction), Greg Weaver,
a local builder, went home and designed
and built a fish ladder. With an OK from
the state fisheries biologist, he and
friends installed it in the stream. It did
not work. He modified it. It didn’t work.
He modified it again. Voila! Fish started
moving up the ladder – hundreds of fish.

This is only a temporary solution – but
an important one. Planning is underway
for a more permanent fish passage.Wildfower Notes: 

Trailing Arbutus
Trailing arbutus (Epigaea re pens) is

one of many wildflowers that is best ad-
mired where it grows naturally. The new
trail at Patten Stream will give visitors
an opportunity to enjoy Epigaea in its
natural community. Trailing arbutus
prefers cool, sandy slopes where fallen
leaves will not smother its evergreen fo-
liage. Flower buds form on the previous
season’s growth. Since the plant is a
shrub its woody core must be protected;
rootlets in its trailing parts are insub-
stantial and offsets cannot be trans-
planted.

– Pam Johnson

Mountain Day
A free community celebration 

for the entire family!
August 12th 12 - 3 pm

Blue Hill Mountain
Hayes Trail Field

Bring your own picnic and join us for
live music, yoga, a scavenger hunt,
guided walks up the mountain, chil-
dren’s activities, and more! Spon-
sored by The First, Camden National
Bank, Cadillac Mountain Sports and
American Sun Electric.

PHOTO: PAUL MARTIN BROWN
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Paul Birdsall (left), 
pictured here with
Tim Glidden,
President of
MCHT, received
the Espy Land
Heritage Award
earlier this year.
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Alewives and an Inspired Volunteer

Blue Hill HeritageTrust
Staff

James W. Dow, Executive Director
Adam Bishop, Conservation 

Lands Manager
Jennifer Plowden, 

Membership Coordinator

Board of Directors

Mary Barnes, President
Pamela Johnson, Vice President

Norman Alt, Vice-President
John Murphy, Treasurer
David Porter, Secretary

Mitchell Baum, Peter Clapp, Bonnie
Copper, Jim Kannry, John Merrifield, 

Terry Moulton, Norman Mrozicki, 
Joy Richardson, Phyllis Taylor


